


AGENDA

Today we will be discussing the following:

• Roles and Functions of the Office of International Student & Scholar Services
• Graduate student topics:

• Visa processing times & Admissions deadlines
• English proficiency requirements for F & J students and scholars
• Employment, including CPT & OPT
• Upcoming trends and news

• Resources
• Training & Outreach



Role of The Office of International Student 
& Scholar Services

International Student & Scholar Services (ISSS) is the primary 
resource on the University of Utah campus for incoming 

international students and scholars. Our staff includes program 
coordinators, full-time advisors, office staff, and peer advisors.

F-1 Students

Degree seeking foreign nationals

Bachelor, Master, and PhD level students

J-1 Students & Scholars

Foreign nationals that are researchers, 
instructors, post doctoral appointees and 
fellows, exchange students, student 
interns

Diverse professional experience-
From Bachelor’s to PhD holders, 
professors











How can we help you AND your students?





International Graduate Student Topics

Travel

Employment

English 
Proficiency

Visa Processing 
Times & Delays

App Deadlines

Resources



English Proficiency Requirements

F-1 Students

• Students submit test score
• Tests accepted:

• TOEFL, minimum score 80
• IELTS, minimum score 6.5

• English proficiency waiver
• Degree from waived English-

speaking country within 2 years
• Petition

J-1 Students and Scholars
• Students submit test score
• Tests accepted:

• TOEFL, minimum score 80
• IELTS, minimum score 6.5

• Scholars may elect to take 
English 3 test

• Only English assessment created 
specifically for exchange visitors 
and scholars





Employment for International Students

ON CAMPUS: Allowed with permission from ISSS
• F-1 visa status allows for limited employment
• Must be secondary to coursework
• Students request a Work Authorization Letter
• Students will need to provide a letter from department or office





Visa Processing Times & Delays

• The most important consideration when determining if a student or 
scholar will arrive by the start of classes or semester

• Depending on country of citizenship for students & scholars
• Processing is typically quicker for students & scholars from Canada, 

United Kingdom, Australia, South Korea, Japan, and most Western 
European countries

• Expect longer delays in Russia, many Asian countries, South American 
countries, and African countries

New Trends: • Visa delays and long processing times in India

• Requests for additional information at visa appointments



Graduate Application Deadlines

Office of Admissions Deadlines

• Final Deadlines for New Applicants
• Spring 2020: January 03, 2020
• Summer 2020: May 08, 2020
• Fall 2020: August 21, 2020

• Final Deadlines for Readmits
• Spring 2020: January 10, 2020
• Summer 2020: May 15, 2020
• Fall 2020: August 28, 2020

Academic Departments

• Set own deadlines

• Encourage earlier deadlines for 
international graduate applicants

• Extra time allows for foreign 
transcripts to arrive and accounts for 
additional time for visa 
appointments and visa processing 
delays



REMEMBER: • Students can arrive up to 30 days 
prior to the start of the semester

• Start date listed on the student’s 
I-20 “Certificate of Eligibility” is 
the First day of classes

• Students arriving in the U.S. 
significantly after the start date 
may encounter issues at the 
border

The start date of the 
semester is critical to a 
student’s immigration 
record, so setting early 
deadlines for international 
students is important so that 
the students can get into the 
United States safely and ON 
TIME. 



Resources
• Our website: https://ic.utah.edu

• Information about policies for students and exchange visitors
• I-Start portal access and E-Forms
• Immigration news and events

• Office of International Student & Scholar Services: CONTACT US!
• Students can make appointments to meet with international advisors
• Academic departments can reach out to us with questions, or request training

• E-Forms
• Available through iStart on our website
• Students can request changes to their immigration record, complete the on-campus Work 

Authorization Request form, add dependents, apply for CPT, and more

• On & Off Campus Resource Guides: copies available
• ISSS has a Counseling Intern: students can meet with our intern to discuss 

any mental health issues or concerns confidentially

https://ic.utah.edu/






Training & Outreach

• Sign up for the ISSS Department Monthly Newsletter

• Submit department or student information session requests, and we 

will provide personalized trainings on a myriad of topics

• Surveys are sent out at the end of every semester to gather feedback

• Monthly trainings for students, faculty, and staff are offered 

throughout the academic year







Questions?
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